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President's  message 

by  Wayne  Homren 


They  say  all  good  things  must 
come  to  an  end,  and  this  issue  of 
The  Asylum  marks  my  last  as  NBS 
President.  I hope  most  of  you 
feel  as  I do  that  these  last  couple 
of  years  have  been  good  ones  for 
our  Society. 

We  have  continued  to  attract 
new  members  and  serve  them 
through  regular  quarterly 
appearances  of  The  Asylum  and 
its  weekly  email  counterpart,  The 
E-Sylum.  In  the  past  two  years  E- 
Sylum  readership  has  doubled 
from  about  200  to  over  400.  Its 
subscriber  base  includes  a Who's 
Who  of  numismatic  literature 
collectors,  authors,  researchers, 
dealers  and  interested  hobbyists 
from  around  the  world.  The  vari- 
ety of  interesting  topics  covered 
only  goes  to  show  the  depth  of 
the  curiosity  and  scholarship  of 
numismatic  bibliophiles. 

I wish  to  thank  all  of  the  NBS 
officers  and  board  members  for 
their  advice  and  assistance  dur- 
ing my  term:  Dave  Hirt,  Bob 
Metzger,  Larry  Mitchell,  Bill 
Murray,  Joel  Orosz,  P.  Scott 
Rubin,  David  Sklow,  Pete  Smith, 
and  Tom  Sheehan.  Their  counsel 
and  efforts  have  been  invaluable 
as  the  organization  navigated 
Asylum  production  changes  and 
some  sometimes  vexing  mem- 
bership issues. 

Special  thanks  go  to  Tom  Fort 


for  picking  up  The  Asylum  editor- 
ship duties  and  to  Tom  Sheehan 
and  Pete  Smith  for  stepping  up 
to  fill  the  VP  and  Board  roles 
when  the  occasion  called. 

Others  who  pitched  in  with 
yeoman  efforts  were  Bill  Murray, 
who  tirelessly  promoted  NBS 
and  E-Sylum  membership,  and 
member  William  Malkmus,  who 
continued  his  steadfast  indexing 
efforts  on  behalf  of  the  society 
(his  draft  E-Sylum  index  runs  49 
pages!) 

On  a sad  note,  death  claimed 
several  members,  most  promi- 
nently literature  dealers  Frank 
Katen  and  John  Bergman.  They 
will  be  greatly  missed. 

It  has  been  an  honor  and  a 
pleasure  to  serve  as  President  of 
the  Numismatic  Bibliomania 
Society.  It's  hard  to  imagine  a 
finer  group  of  individuals  in  this 
hobby  or  any  other.  As  collectors 
of  numismatic  literature,  you  are 
the  keepers  of  the  hobby  flame, 
lighting  the  way  for  future  gen- 
erations. 

Your  dedication  to  the  written 
word  allows  numismatic  scholar- 
ship to  transcend  the  passage  of 
time  - without  it,  our  works  and 
those  of  our  predecessors  would 
be  lost  forever.  Thanks  to  your 
interest  and  dedication,  this  pre- 
cious body  of  knowledge  will 
move  forward  to  the  future. 


Hew  members 


Steve  Pellegrini,  Portland,  OR  Richard  Crosby,  Bradford 
Steve  Walters,  Arlington,  TX  Woods,  PA 
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The  Original  “Fantastic  1804  Dollar” 

Booh 

By  Ken  Bressett 


When  I promised  Wayne 
Horn  re  n that  I would  write 
something  about  the  first  print- 
ing of  The  Fantastic  1804  Dollar , 1 
overlooked  the  fact  that  it  has 
been  nearly  40  years  since  that 
episode.  Time  has  a way  of 
dulling  the  excitement  of  such 
events,  but  I will  attempt  to 
recount  something  of  what  went 
on  because,  as  he  said,  someone 
might  not  know  there  was  an 
unpublished  printing  of  the 
book. 

I began  assembling  notes  and 
information  on  the  mysterious 
1804  dollars  around  1957.  At  the 
time  there  was  very  little  reliable 
material  in  print  and  it  was  diffi- 
cult to  separate  fact  from  fiction. 
Walter  Breen  was  doing  some  of 
his  best  work  back  then  and  was 
a great  help  in  pointing  me  in 
the  right  direction.  He  had  a tal- 
ent for  organizing  and  sorting 
through  material  to  arrive  at 
rational  conclusions.  At  the  time 
I was  also  "picking  the  brains"  of 
everyone  else  who  I thought 
could  provide  background  infor- 
mation. 

One  of  the  people  I inter- 
viewed was  B.  Max  Mehl.  He 
handled  a couple  of  sales  and 
seemed  like  a good  background 
source.  We  exchanged  a few  let- 
ters, and  later  when  I met  him  at 
a coin  show  he  surprised  me  by 
remembering  my  name  and  all 
we  had  written  about.  Unfor- 
tunately his  memory  for  details 


of  the  1804  dollars  was  not  near- 
ly as  accurate.  He  did  confess  to 
using  an  illustration  of  the 
Stickney  specimen  in  his  catalog 
of  the  Manning  (Cohen  speci- 
men) collection,  which  cleared 
up  a bit  of  confusion  for  me. 

Work  on  the  book  began  in 
earnest  around  1960  when  I 
joined  forces  with  Eric  P. 
Newman  who  had  been  doing 
independent  research  for  years 
on  his  own. 

We  also  sought  help  from  a 
bright  young  writer,  Lynn 
Glaser,  and  Walter  Breen,  both 
of  whom  had  been  studying  the 
subject.  Together  we  shared  all 
available  information  and  tried 
to  formulate  conclusions. 

The  actual  writing  of  the  book 
was  done  by  Eric  Newman  and 
myself  after  spending  countless 
hours  together  and  sharing 
reams  of  material.  We  felt  sure 
that  in  the  process  we  had  read 
every  piece  of  published  infor- 
mation, and  had  located  many 
unpublished  letters  and  pieces  of 
the  puzzle.  When  the  manu- 
script and  pictures  we  had  accu- 
mulated finally  went  to  the 
printer  we  felt  sure  that  we  had 
solved  the  mystery  of  this 
intriguing  coin  and  all  of  its 
related  history.  For  me  it  was  the 
finale  to  a great  adventure  and 
time  to  relax. 

The  book's  scheduled  for  print- 
ing coincided  with  the  ANA  con- 
vention in  August  of  1962.  I 
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could  not  foresee  anything  going 
wrong  at  that  point,  so  1 packed 
my  things  and  took  off  for  the 
convention  with  a clear  mind.  It 
was  a great  show,  as  I recall,  with 
Newman  and  I rejoicing  over 
having  finished  the  book  on 
schedule.  During  the  show  I 
even  took  in  a talk  that  had  been 
prepared  by  David  Spink  and 
James  Risk,  "New  facts  about  an 
old  American  coin." 

During  that  talk  it  was 
announced  that  a new  specimen 
of  the  "original"  1804  dollar  had 
just  been  discovered!  Not  only 
that,  but  this  particular  speci- 
men was  in  its  original  presenta- 
tion case  and  could  be  traced 
back  to  the  King  of  Siam.  It  was 
the  missing  link  that  we  had 
been  seeking  for  years.  The  Holy 
Grail,  so  to  speak,  of  numismat- 
ics. It  was  absolute  proof  of  our 
theory  about  when  and  why  the 
coins  were  made  in  1834. 

I remember  running  out  of  the 
lecture  hall  directly  to  a pay  tele- 
phone to  call  the  publisher  and 
actually  yell  - "Stop  the  press!" 
The  final  chapter  to  the  book 
had  yet  to  be  written,  and  there 
was  much  new  information  to 
be  added  to  the  story.  The  pub- 
lisher was  understanding  and 
did  grant  us  another  month  or 


so  to  finish  the  project  that  was 
done  in  record  time.  The  first 
8,000  of  the  books  were  shipped 
on  October  1,  1962. 

When  the  dust  had  settled,  a 
press  foreman  asked  me  what  I 
wanted  to  do  with  the  sheets 
that  had  been  printed  prior  to 
stopping  the  press  run.  I 
arranged  to  have  a few  copies  of 
the  unpublished  book  bound  for 
archives  and  friends.  As  I recall, 
there  were  about  20  to  24  copies 
made,  and  the  rest  of  the  sheets 
were  destroyed.  Most  of  the 
books  were  later  distributed  as 
intended.  Many,  or  perhaps  all 
of  them,  were  autographed  by 
the  authors. 

"First  edition"  copies  of  The 
Fantastic  1804  Dollar  are  not 
identified  on  the  cover  or  inside 
in  any  way  to  distinguish  them 
from  the  published  version. 
They  are,  however,  readily  dis- 
tinguished by  the  changes  in 
chapter  IX  re-titled  "The  Origin 
of  the  1804  'Originals,'"  and 
many  other  additions.  Over  the 
years  I have  seen  or  heard  of 
only  about  a half  dozen  of  the 
unpublished  books  being  sold, 
and  have  often  wondered  what 
ever  became  of  them.  It  was  a 
chapter  in  my  life  that  will  long 
be  remembered. 
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Diagnostics  of  the  “Fantastic  1S04 

Dollar”  Booh 

By  Wayne  K.  Homren 


The  following  page  contains 
images  of  the  table  of  contents 
for  the  "before"  and  "after"  ver- 
sions of  the  Fantastic  1804  Dollar 
book.  These  provide  simple 
diagnostics  for  determining  the 
version. 

The  "before"  version  of  the 
book  consists  of  bound  page 
proofs,  indistinguishable  at  first 
glance  from  the  published  ver- 
sion of  the  book.  A close  look  at 
the  table  of  contents  (and  else- 
where) reveals  a number  of  clear 
differences. 

The  primary  difference  is  in 
the  name  of  one  of  the  chapters. 
In  the  page  proof  version, 
Chapter  IX  is  titled  "The 
Diplomatic  Gift  Delusion."  In 
the  published  version,  the  chap- 
ter, now  numbered  VIII,  is  titled 


"The  Diplomatic  Gift  Back- 
ground." The  chapter  titled  "The 
Origin  of  1804  'Originals'"  now 
comes  AFTER  the  diplomatic  gift 
chapter;  in  the  page  proof  ver- 
sion, it  comes  BEFORE. 

Other  differences  (not  shown 
here)  are  in  the  Preface.  In  the 
published  version,  David  F. 
Spink  has  been  added  to  the  list 
of  contributors;  also  added  is  the 
sentence  "Evelyn  E.  Newman 
combed  through  the  diplomatic 
records  of  the  United  States  with 
the  Asian  powers  for  the  1832- 
1836  period." 

The  most  obvious  difference  of 
all  is  within  the  pages  of  the 
Origin  of  "Originals"  chapter:  on 
page  70  of  the  published  version 
is  a photo  of  the  King  of  Siam 
set,  containing  an  1804  Dollar. 


List  of  Illustrations  . 


74 


SUMMER  2001  * THE  ASYLUM 


s a 


p:j2S8SS8S23sS 


CO 

H 

2 

W 

H 

2 

o 

u 

o 

w 

03 

< 


2 

ii 

a 


f 

8 

<b 

£6 

■a 

'3 

a 

o 


I 8 

5 s 

jj  “ 

i & 


.2  u 
’S  5 

co  O 

*S  Q 
•S  3 


8 -g 
•c  2 
2 £ 


a ^ 

Q U 


H3  2 

a « 


o 

Q 


8 2 

£ Tl 


*c 
ts , 


?£ 

Q 


U < 
8 ' 


~ a 3 > > £ P 


.9 

S 

c/i 

D 

4> 

£ 

T3 


'So 

C 

o 


S3 

o 


T3 

§ 


g 

O 

bo 

q 

T5 

o 

CQ 

o 

% 

:§ 

c 

| 

o 

X 

*d 

c 

s 

■a 

cd 

D 

t2 

03 

5 

o 

U 

on 

§ 

CQ 

4* 

4) 

4> 

4) 

4) 

4> 

i2 

S 

£ 

-c 

H 

5 

i5 

VIII 

a 

X 

X 

XII 

XIII 

8 2 
3 8 

a 2 

0 Cl. 

-a  « 
c — 

cd  +* 

1 4 

'd  Id 

£9  £ 
< > 


•3 

u. 

h 

V 

5 

O 

TJ 


e- 

s 


— -e 

3 H 


* * £ 


Oh  .£ 
£ 2 


* 

H 


S 8 


3 2 g 9 


CO 

H 

2 

W 

H 

2 

O 

O 

E*< 

O 


1 

5o 


a 

s 

c/i 

<u 

■s 


I 


Q 

£ 

o 

o 

V 


T3 

T3 


B «5  CO 

* Z J8 

W O ■** 

bC  _ v*. 


fl  5 

Q l2  co  <2  Ja  *j 
aja)«v2v3S«4) 


■2 

cd 

CQ 


X X 


3 


H 3 


> 

S’ 


§ 2 

s ■? 

8 I 

"O  4> 


8 

M 


| 

•a 

as 


s 

S3 

cd 

I I f | 


a | I 

H < « 


The  “Before"  or  un-published  edition  of  77ze  The  “After"  or  published  edition  of  The 

Fantastic  1804  Dollar.  Fantastic  1804  Dollar. 


THE  ASYLUM  * SUMMER  2001 


75 


The  Printer’s  Devil: 

William  Gowans  and  the  Contents  o! 
the  Three  Earliest  Significant  Sales 
of  Humismatic  Literature  in  the  d.S. 

by  Joel  J.  Orosz 
with  the  assistance  of 
George  F.  Kolbe  and  Malgorzata  Fort* 


Readers  of  this  column  may 
remember  that  the  installment 
for  Fall  2000  revealed  the  contri- 
butions to  numismatic  literature 
of  the  notable  bookseller 
William  Gowans  (1803-1870). 1 
Specifically,  the  column  estab- 
lished the  fact  that  Gowans  was 
(so  far  as  is  known),  the  first  bib- 
liopole in  the  United  States  to 
offer  for  public  auction  a cata- 
logue of  books  that  specifically 
mentioned  numismatic  literature 
in  its  title.  These  were  Gowans' 
Catalogue  No.  4 (February  17-18, 

1842) ;  Catalogue  No.  6 (January 
10-11,  1843);  and  No.  7 (May  22, 

1843) .  At  the  time  of  writing, 
access  to  the  contents  of  these 
three  groundbreaking  auction 
catalogues  was  not  possible,  but 
now,  thanks  to  the  cooperation 
of  the  American  Antiquarian 
Society  (AAS),  which  has  original 
copies  of  all  three  in  its  collec- 
tions, we  are  able  to  share  the 
numismatic  contents  in  detail. 
The  results  demonstrate  that,  as 


a cataloguer  of  numismatic  liter- 
ature, William  Gowans  left 
much  to  be  desired.  Be  that  as  it 
may,  however,  Gowans'  efforts 
constitute  the  humble  beginning 
of  the  gentle  art  of  numismatic 
bibliopolism  in  the  United  States 
and  thus  merit  remembrance  by 
his  spiritual  heirs. 

These  three  Gowans  cata- 
logues, as  would  be  expected, 
contain  no  United  States  numis- 
matic imprints.  The  reason  for 
this  being  that  the  "bookshelf" 
of  such  works  at  that  time  was  so 
sparse  that  the  pertinent  mono- 
graphs could  be  counted  on  one 
hand.  We  shall  do  our  best  to 
make  sense  of  the  Gowans 
descriptions,  and  will  transcribe 
them  as  found,  preserving  the 
original  spelling  and  punctua- 
tion, in  the  notes  we  will  pro- 
vide as  much  information  as 
possible  as  to  the  identities  of 
the  monographs. 

These  descriptions  offer  a few 
surprises,  such  as  lot  210  of 


‘Before  delving  into  this  column,  readers  should  know  that  the  body  of 
the  text  was  written  by  your  columnist,  with  notes  mostly  contributed  by 
George  F.  Kolbe  and  additional  notes  and  citations  by  Malgorzata  Fort. 
Hence,  this  installment  of  "The  Printer's  Devil"  is  truly  a team  effort. 

1 J.J.  Orosz,  "The  Printer's  Devil:  William  Gowans  and  the  First  U.S. 
Auctions  of  Numismatic  Literature,"  The  Asylum  18  (2000),  pp. 124-128. 
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Gowans'  Catalogue  No.  4,  which 
provides  the  following  colorful 
annotation:  "Lipsius  on  the  vari- 
ous modes  of  crucifixion,  with 
many  Horrible!  Dreadful!! 
Shocking!!!  nay  Terrible!!!!  Plates. 
4to  vellum  very  scarce  1594." 
Gowans,  it  seems,  was  the  first 
coming  of  B.  Max  Mehl.  Gowans 
was  so  preoccupied  with  the 
lurid  in  this  description  that  he 
forgot  to  mention  that  this  book 
by  Johann  Gottfired  Lipsius  does 
include  some  plates  depicting 
coins  and  medals.2 * 

Catalogue  No.  4,  subtitled  A 
Catalogue  of  an  Uncommon 
Collection  of  Very  Curious  & 
Unique  Old  English  & Foreign 
Books,  of  Emblems,  Coins,  Medals, 
Heraldry,  Illustrated  Books  of 
Travels  & Antiquities,  Treatises  on 
the  Fine  Arts,  Scottish  Poetry, 
History  & Antiquities,  Standard  Old 
English  Dramatic  Works,  Many  of 


the  Classics,  Both  in  the  Originals 
and  Translated... offered  692  lots 
in  two  sessions,  1-333  and  351- 
710.  The  AAS  copy  examined 
was  priced  for  the  first  29  lots, 
but  neither  priced  nor  named 
thereafter.  In  addition  to  the 
Lipsius  volume  mentioned 
above,  it  offered  five  numismatic 
books  for  sale.  These  were: 

116.  The  works  of  Laurentii 
Pignorii,  many  plates  of  coins, 
medals,  and  curious  antiques,  18 
mo,  1647.3 

211.  A Catalogue  of  Ancient 
Coins  in  Gold,  Silver  and  Copper, 
collected  by  James  De  Bury,  sold  at 
auction  at  Amsterdam,  1730,  with 
very  fine  impressions  of  several 
coins,  4to.4 

308.  Catalogue  of  J.  Calder's  rich 
and  select  Library  of  books,  more 
particularly  books  of  coins,  inter- 
leaved with  names  and  prices,  calf 
extra,  8vo.5 

321.  Catalogue  of  J.  Millar's 


2 The  exact  identify  of  this  work  is  uncertain.  Gowans  may  be  alluding  to 
a work  cited  by  J.G.  Lipsius  in  his  1801  numismatic  bibliography,  Bibliotheca 
Numaria  sive  Catalogus  Auctomm  quiusque  ad  finem  Seculi  XVIII  de  re  monetaria 
aut  numis  scripserunt,  as  a translation  published  in  Rome  in  1600,  of  a book 
written  by  Just.  Lipsius,  entitled:  Della  grandezza  di  Roma  , which  features 
"Sestertii  antichi." 

2 Pignorius,  Laurentius.  He  wrote  several  works,  some  touching  on  numis- 
matics. The  volume  described  appears  to  comprise  his  collected  works. 
According  to  Lipsius,  it  may  be  the  third  edition  of  Lib.  de  Servis.  It  is  the 
only  1647  edition  (Amsterdam)  listed  therein.  Incidentally,  "18mo"  may  be 
a tvpo.  Can  a single  sheet  be  folded  to  comprise  an  18  page  signature? 

4 This  early  coin  auction  catalogue  was  probably  written  in  Dutch,  per- 
haps both  in  Dutch  and  in  French.  The  first  known  coin  auction  in  England 
took  place  in  1710;  there  were  probably  earlier  such  sales  on  the  continent. 
Incidentally,  the  earliest  recorded  book  auction  was  also  held  in  the 
Netherlands  (Leiden),  in  1584. 

5 According  to  H.E.  Manville  and  T.J.  Robertson,  Encyclodaedia  of  British 
Numismatics,  vol.  1:  British  Numismatic  Auction  Catalogues  1710-1984 
(London,  1986)  a March  12-16  and  18-20,  1816  sale  of  the  library  of  Rev. 
John  Calder,  D.D.,  of  Lisson  Grove,  Paddington,  contained  an  "excellent 
collection  of  books  on  numismata."  As  was  the  custom  at  the  time,  the 
books  were  not  listed  by  topic  but  by  format  (i.e.,  size),  and  the  numismatic 
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Coins,  Medals,  Ancient  Deeds,  Rare 
Old  China  & C.6 

332.  Catalogue  of  Young's 
Numismatic  Library.7 

These  six  lots  were  not,  of 
course,  the  first  examples  of 
numismatic  literature  to  sell  at 
auction  in  the  United  States.  A 
stray  volume  or  two  had  been 
sold  in  assorted  auctions  since  at 
least  the  sale  of  the  Pierre 
Eugene  Du  Simitiere  collection 
in  Philadelphia  in  1785.  They  do 
represent,  (so  far  as  we  know), 
the  first  such  volumes  offered  in 
a catalogue  that  specifically 
mentions  numismatic  literature 
in  its  title.  And  Gowans' 
Catalogue  No.  4 offered  highly 
desirable  pieces,  such  as  an  illus- 
trated monograph,  a plated  auc- 
tion catalogue,  and  a priced  and 
named  catalogue.  Gowans'  offer- 
ing of  numismatic  literature  in 
his  history-making  sale  was 
small,  to  be  sure,  but  it  was  also 
choice. 

Gowans'  Catalogue  No.  6,  sub- 
titled Catalogue  of  an  Uncommon 
Collection  of  Very  Curious  & 
Unique  Old  English  & Foreign 
Books  of  Emblems,  Coins,  Medals, 
Heraldry,  Illustrated  Books  of 
Travels  and  Antiquities  Treatises 


on  the  Fine  Arts  & C.  Also,  About 
Fifty  Volumes  of  Standard  Faw 
Books,  Recent  Editions... contained 
560  lots  in  two  sessions,  1-258 
and  300-602.  None  of  the  lots  in 
the  AAS  copy  examined  were 
priced  or  named.  As  in  sale  No. 
4,  there  was  one  lot  that  inspired 
Gowans  to  mobilize  his  vast 
arsenal  of  exclamation  points, 
namely  number  550:  "Ash,  Thos. 
(The  most  incomprehensible  and 
inexcusable  of  all  liars!!)  his  trav- 
els in  America."8  Ash  was  one  of 
those  European  visitors  to 
America  who,  like  Charles 
Dickens  to  follow,  was  less  than 
taken  with  the  new  world,  and 
tactless  enough  to  say  so  in 
print.  Gowans'  assessment  of 
Ash  may  seem  a bit  harsh,  but 
one  has  to  remember  that  he 
preceeded  the  presidencies  of 
Richard  Nixon  and  Bill  Clinton. 

Only  three  lots  qualify  as 
numismatic  in  this  sale: 

[Unnumbered,  but  listed  between 
lots  99  and  100.]  Books  of 
Engravings  - namely  Coins, 
Medals,  Emblems,  Gems,  Heraldry 
Landscapes  Antiquities  & C.  many 
of  them  very  rare. 

121.  Florus  rese  Romanal  cum 
notes  Gravii,  numerous  coins  and 
medals,  8vo,  calf.9 


books  are  scattered  throughout  the  catalogue.  Many  of  these  early  English 
sales  are  found  with  prices  and  buyers'  names;  both,  of  course,  adding  to 
their  desirability. 

6 This  is  not  listed  by  Manville  and  Robertson.  A Joseph  Miller  coin  sale  of 
February  25-28,  1829  is  listed,  and  includes  books  and  china.  So,  "Millar"  is 
probably  a typo;  if  not,  the  sale  probably  took  place  on  the  continent,  and 
the  title  has  been  translated. 

7 Matthew  Young's  library,  Sotheby's,  November  26-29,  1838. 

8 Probably  a copy  of  T.  Ash,  Carolina;  Or  a Description  of  the  Present  State  of 
That  Country,  and  the  Natural  Excellencies  Thereof!  London,  1682). 

9 This  appears  to  be  L.  Annaeus  Florius,  Res  Romanae,  cum  notis  Jo.  Ge. 
Graevii,  by  published  in  "Trajectorum  Batavorum"  in  1680. 
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172.  Numismata  Antiqua  Ex 
Museo,  S.  Gonnani.  A beautiful  col- 
lection of  old  coins  - fine  impres- 
sions, 4to.10 

Although  this  is  the  slightest 
of  the  three  catalogues  in  terms 
of  numismatic  content,  all  three 
of  the  pertinent  lots  contained 
illustrated  works.  In  an  era 
before  plated  journals  and  auc- 
tion catalogues  made  images  of 
coins  and  medals  easily  accessi- 
ble, collectors  seeking  reference 
and  education  found  such  vol- 
umes to  be  indispensable. 
Gowans,  in  offering  such  books 
to  the  collectors  of  1843,  was 
clearly  filling  an  enormous  need. 

Gowans'  Catalogue  No.  7,  sub- 
titled A Catalogue  of  Curious  and 
Unique  Black  Letter  Books , 
Published  Between  1477  and  1505, 
Many  of  Them  Rubricated, 
Presenting  Beautiful  Specimens  of 
Early  Typography,  also,  Books  on 
Coins  and  Emblems... was  a single- 
session affair  of  just  191  lots.  The 
first  102  lots  in  the  AAS  copy 
examined  were  priced  and 
named.  As  usual,  there  was  one 
lot  that  moved  Gowans  more 


than  the  others,  and  though  it 
was  Lipsius  again,  the  cataloguer 
apparently  found  the  book  less 
"Horrible!  Dreadful!!  Shocking!!! 
nay  Terrible!!!!"  than  he  had  the 
year  before.  Gowans'  description 
for  lot  68  reads:  "Justin  [SIC] 
Lipsius  on  the  various  methods 
of  Human  Crucifixion,  with 
many  horrible  plates,  also  plates 
of  coins  and  medals;  4to  scarce 
Antwerp."11  Here  Gowans  men- 
tioned the  numismatic  content 
of  the  book,  which  he  had  failed 
to  do  in  his  description  of  the 
same  item  in  Catalogue  No.  4. 
Lot  68,  by  the  way,  sold  for  75 
cents  to  "La  F." 

The  other  numismatic  lots 
found  in  Catalogue  No.  7 were: 

56.  Imperatorium  Caesorum 
Vitae,  or  the  effigies  of  all  the 
Caesars  as  represented  on  their 
coins;  many  plates,  12mo  vellum, 
1550.  [Sold  for  25  cents  to 
Stoddard].12 

63.  A Complete  Treasury  of 
Ancient  Coins,  with  numerous 
medallion  impressions,  by  Stradae; 
8vo  vellum  1557.  [Sold  for  $1.38  to 
La  F.]13 


10  Perhaps  this  is  Numismata  Antiqua  in  tres  partes  divisa.  Collegit  ohm  et 
oeri  incidi  vivens  curavit  Thomas  Pembrochiae  et  montis  gomerici  comes,  a series 
of  306  engraved  plates  depicting  coins  in  the  collection  of  Thomas,  Earl  of 
Pembroke,  and  published  in  1746. 

1 1 For  the  identification  of  this  volume  see  above  n.2. 

12  This  monograph  is  most  likely  the  1550  edition  of  Johannes  Huttich's 
Imperatorum  & Caesarian  vitae,  cum  Imaginibus  as  vivam  effigiem  expressis, 
published  in  Lyons  in  1525,  this  work  is  usually  regarded  as  the  second 
printed  book  to  be  substantially  illustrated  with  coins  and  medals. 

13  This  is  probably  an  early  edition  of  Jacob  de  Strada's  Epitome  Thesauri 
Antiquitatum,  hoc  est,  Impp.  Rom.  orientalium  et  occidentalium  iconum,  ex 
antiquis  numismatibus  quam  fidelisme  deliniatarum,  published  in  Zurich.  First 
issued  in  1553,  it  is  one  of  the  most  attractive  early  illustrated  numismatic 
books.  The  Epitome  originated  in  the  author's  own  cabinet  although  Strada 
received  valuable  assistance  from  Guillaume  du  Choul  and  Jean  Grolier.  The 
numerous  medallions,  engraved  on  wood,  depict  Roman,  Byzantine  and 
German  emperors.  The  text  gives  short  biographical  sketches  of  the  emper- 
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72.  Morellius,  Specimens  of 
Antique  Coins,  8vo,  Paris  1683. 
[Sold  for  50  cents  to  Allan]14 
119.  The  Roman  History,  from 
the  foundation  of  Rome  to  the 
time  of  Charlemain  [sic],  complet- 
ed by  the  French  Jesuits,  translated 
by  Ozel:  many  plates  of  Coins  and 
Antiquities,  4 vols.  8vo  rare. 
[Neither  priced  nor  named  in  cata- 
logue].15 

As  for  the  identities  of  the  buy- 
ers, lot  72  was  almost  undoubt- 
edly purchased  by  John  Allan 
(1777-1863),  the  renowned  New 
York  City  antiquarian,  who  had 
been  dealing  in  coins,  at  least  in 
a small  way,  since  the  early 
1820s.  It  seems  doubtful  that 
there  was  more  than  one  man 
named  "Allan"  who  was  a 
numismatist  in  New  York  City  in 
1843.  Moreover,  according  to 
the  Bradford  Club's  Memorial  of 
John  Allan,  "Mr.  Gowans,  the 
publisher  and  antiquarian  book- 
seller of  Nassau  Street,  was  an 


old  and  valued  intimate,  for 
whose  judgment  Mr.  Allan  had 
great  respect."  Just  whom 
"Stoddard"  may  have  been  in 
not  known.  Similarly  obscure  is 
identity  of  "La  F."  who  was  the 
big  spender  on  the  numismatic 
portion  of  the  sale,  nabbing 
three  of  the  five  available  books, 
including  the  only  one  to  realize 
more  than  a dollar.  There  was  in 
1843  a Baltimore  coin  and  bric- 
a-brac  dealer  named  John  P.  Des 
Forges,  but  that  doesn't  quite 
match  "la  F."  The  identity  of  Mr. 
La  F.,  for  now  at  least,  remains 
enigmatic. 

The  three  catalogues  issued  by 
William  Gowans  from  February, 
1842  to  May,  1843  represent 
more  a false  dawn  than  a true 
beginning  of  the  history  of 
numismatic  bibliomania  in  the 
United  States,  for,  as  far  as  is 
known,  it  would  be  nearly  20 
years  before  another  auction  cat- 
alogue would  mention  books 


ors.  Strada  (1505-1588)  was  an  Italian  antiquarian  who  acted  as  a purchasing 
agent  for  the  Emperors  Ferdinand  I,  Maximilian  II  and  Rudolph  II,  in  addi- 
tion to  buying  coins  for  the  Fugger  cabinet  in  Augsburg.  The  handsome 
illustrations  are  similar  in  appearance  to  those  found  in  Fulvio  and  Huttich, 
the  first  two  illustrated  numismatic  books.  Haskell  terms  this  a "very  elegant 
book  - in  which  the  heads  and  surrounding  inscriptions  stand  out  in  white 
against  a deep  black  ground,"  noting  that  Strada  selected  them  from  thirty 
volumes  of  numismatic  drawings  "which  he  had  compiled  while  working 
for  Hans  Jakob  Fugger,  a member  of  the  Augsburg  banking  family." 

14  This  work  must  be:  Andreas  Morell,  Specimen  universae  rei  nummariae 
antiquae  quod  literatorum  reipublicae  proponit  Andreas  Morellius  Helvetus.  (Paris, 
1683).  The  author,  Andre  Morell  (1646-1703),  was  employed  by  Louis  XIV 
as  keeper  of  the  Royal  Coin  Collection.  A Swiss  numismatist  and  engraver, 
he  was  an  exceptionally  gifted  scholar  and  an  excellent  designer.  His  major 
task,  incomplete  at  his  death,  was  to  attempt  to  catalogue  and  engrave  all 
the  ancient  coins  in  the  principal  European  cabinets. 

15  There  are  two  possibilites,  both  of  which  were  translated  by  John  Ozell 
(d.1740).  The  first  is  Abbot  de  Vertot,  The  history  of  the  revolutions  that  hap- 
pened in  the  government  of  the  Roman  Republic  written  in  French  by  the  Abbot  de 
Vertot ; English'd  by  Mr.  Ozell  and  others  (London  , 1720).,  a translation  of 
Abbot  de  Vertot,  Histoire  des  revolutions  arrivees  dans  le  gouvernement  de  la 
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about  coins  in  its  title.  But  these 
Gowans  sales  demonstrate  that 
there  were  numismatists  in  the 
U.S.  in  the  1840s  who  were  seri- 
ous enough  about  their  hobby  to 
buy  reference  books  about  coins. 
And  Catalogue  No.  7 establishes, 
at  least  for  the  present,  the  iden- 
tity of  the  first  verifiable  buyer  of 
a numismatic  book  in  the 
United  States:  John  Allan,  on 
May  22,  1843. 

So  it  is  that  William  Gowans 
has  earned  his  place  in  the 
numismatic  bibliopole  pan- 
theon, as  the  Nathan  Bedford 
Forrest  of  U.S.  numismatic  litera- 
ture, for  having  gotten  there 
"firstest  with  the  mostest." 


While  previous  auctioneers  had 
offered  the  occasional  book 
about  coins,  Gowans  was  the 
first  to  mention  them  in  a title, 
and  to  describe  them  in  some 
detail  (as  compared  to  the  terse 
descriptive  standards  of  the 
time).  Sadly,  the  innovations 
Gowans  introduced  were  not 
emulated  by  others  - nor  contin- 
ued even  by  Gowans  himself  - 
until  nearly  two  decades  had 
passed.  This  is  a fact  that  numis- 
matic bibliophiles  would  regard 
as  more  Horrible!  Dreadful!! 
Shocking!!!  nay  Terrible!!!!  than 
anything  ever  written  or  illus- 
trated by  Johann  Gottfried 
Lipsius. 


Re  pub  Hq  lie  romaine  par  M.  I'abbe  de  Vertot,  ile  I'Academie  royale  des  inscriptions 
& belles  lettres  (Paris,  1719?).  However,  after  more  consideration  it  would 
seem  to  be:  F.  Catrou  and  P.  J.  Rouille,  The  Roman  history:  complete  from  the 
foundation  of  Rome,  down  to  Charlemain  collected  not  only  from  all  the  Roman 
historians,  but  likewise  from  the  medals,  inscriptions,  trophies,  and  other  remains 
of  antiquity;  illustrated  with  notes,  historical,  geographical,  and  critical,  as  also  a 
great  number  of  copper  plates,  maps,  and  authentick  [sic]  medals;  compiled  in 
French  by  the  body  of  Jesuits  at  Paris,  and  published  by  the  Reverend  Fathers 
Catrou  and  Rouille,  of  the  same  Society;  translated  from  the  Paris  edition  by  Mr. 
Ozell.  (London,  1725-1730).  The  original  work  was  F.  Catrou  and  P.  J. 
Rouille,  Histoire  romaine  depuis  la  foundation  de  Rome  avec  des  Notes  historique, 
geograph iques  et  critiques,  de  gravures  en  raille  douce,  des  cartes  geographiques  et 
plusieurs  medalles  autentiques  (Paris,  1725),  a second  edition  was  published  in 
1731.  The  work  of  Catrou  and  Rouille  is  listed  in  Lipsius  (1801),  p.74. 
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Tv  Plea  for  X^elp  and  Understanding  - 

and  a Warning 

By  J.D.  McCarthy 


1 have  finally  decided  that  I 
must  come  forward  with  my 
story  in  the  hopes  that  it  might 
help  save  at  least  one  poor  soul 
from  the  all-consuming  obses- 
sion which  has  taken  over  my 
life  for  lo  these  past  many  years. 
This  festering  obsession  has  con- 
sumed much  of  my  waking 
hours.  My  story  is  not  unlike 
many  of  yours;  it  is  also  not 
unlike  many  of  the  other  stories 
in  the  naked  bibliomania  world. 
I however,  do  take  umbrage  with 
those  many  individuals  who 
have  fostered  this  weakness  and 
addiction  of  mine  for  lo  these 
many,  many  years.  My  name  is 
J.D.  McCarthy,  and  1 am  a 
Numismatic  Bibliomaniac. 

I was  not  born,  or  raised,  with 
this  affliction.  No,  it  was  fos- 
tered, and  most  probably  fes- 
tered, by  "cult"  leaders,  the  so- 
called  Numismatic  Bibliomaniac 
Gurus.  These  cult  leaders  preyed 
on  my  main  weakness:  I have 
always  loved  books,  and  what 
they  held  - knowledge.  I had 
looked  up  to  these  Gurus  for 
their  sage  wisdom  and  advice. 
Their  sage  advice  was  a ballad  to 
a novitiate  like  myself.  "Buy  the 
Book  Before  the  Coin,"  they 
chanted.  And,  finally,  at  long 
last  I am  what  I am  today 
because  of  them.  My  name  is 
J.D.  McCarthy,  and  I am  a 
Numismatic  Bibliomaniac. 

1 have  decided  that  it  is  time 
that  my  story  is  told.  I feel  that 


the  time  has  come  to  let  part  of 
the  world  hear  my  sad  story.  1 
want  to  unmask  those  fiends 
that  prey  on  poor  week  souls  like 
myself,  and  1 want  to  expose 
their  devastating  demon  numis- 
matic bibliomania.  I also  want  to 
warn  the  world  of  those  Gurus 
who  have  indirectly  harmed  me, 
caused  me  great  pain  and  sor- 
row, and  will  do  the  same  to 
you.  What  makes  my  story  even 
sadder  and  harder  to  fathom  is 
that  I have  never  even  met  most 
of  these  individuals.  Most  every 
dealing  I have  had  with  them  is 
through  their  scriptures. 

Among  these  "Gurus"  are  Q. 
David  "Buy  the  Book"  Bowers, 
Jack  H.  "Early  Copper"  Beymer, 
Fred  L.  Lake,  Ken  Lowe,  Myron 
and  Daryl  Xenos,  Orville  Grady, 
George  F.  Kolbe,  Charles  Davis, 
the  Sisti's,  Frank  "the  DEAN" 
and  Laurese  Katen  and  last,  but 
never  the  least,  Remy  Bourne. 
Let  me  not,  however,  forget  to 
mention  one  of  the  main 
"Other"  perpetrators  who  have 
harmed  me  or  caused  me  sorrow 
- Col.  Bill  "New-Mismatist" 
Murray.  Oh,  for  sure,  there  have 
been  others  who  have  played 
minor,  or  possibly  even  major 
roles,  but  getting  the  basic  word 
out  is  more  important  now  than 
exposing  all  of  the  Cult  leaders. 
My  name  is  J.D.  McCarthy,  and  I 
am  a Numismatic  Bibliomaniac. 

1 feel  it's  mostly  your  own  fault 
Q David  Bowers,  that  I have  not 
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bid  on  any  of  the  numismatic 
items  your  firm  has  auctioned, 
during  the  past  many  years  that 
I have  subscribed  to  your 
Epistles.  I even  stopped  my  sub- 
scription once,  but  alas,  after  a 
short  period  I renewed  my  sub- 
scription and  remain  a faithful 
reader.  And  yes,  I planned  to 
tempt  the  spirits  and  fate,  on  my 
limited  budget,  and  possibly  bid 
by  mail  on  one  or  more  items  in 
one  or  more  of  your  awesome 
auctions.  I knew  that  eventually 
an  item,  or  maybe  even  two, 
that  I could  afford,  and  needed 
for  my  collection,  would  appear 
in  one  of  your  auctions.  But  that 
fate  has  not  been  in  my  past  or 
foreseeable  future.  Not  that  the 
items  have  not  appeared  which  I 
needed  and  could  have  afforded, 
but  that  I usually  had  spent  my 
meager  earnings  on  numismatic 
literature.  My  fate  was  decided 
when  I heard  and  heeded  your 
reiterated  words  Guru  Bowers  - 
"Buy  the  book,  before  the  coin," 
and  I have.  (I  assume  you  also 
meant  this  to  apply  to  "...before 
the  currency").  Now  I drain  my 
limited  budget  making  offerings 
to  the  various  numismatic  litera- 
ture auction  cults.  I do  not 
intend  that  anyone  should  mis- 
take what  I say  here  as  an  angry 
attack  against  the  services  or 
products  received  from  these 
cults.  Nay,  I do  not  feel  that  my 
offerings  have  been  wasted  or 
misspent,  for  the  "bound"  words 
I have  received  in  return  are 
cherished  and  enlightening  to 
me.  On  the  other  hand  Guru 
Bowers,  1 applaud  you  for  the 
unselfishness  and  wisdom  you 
have  shared,  even  at  the  cost  of 


losing  one  new  bargain  base- 
ment bidder.  On  the  other  hand 
I condemn  you,  first  for  not 
offering  more  numismatic  litera- 
ture in  your  Epistles , rather  than 
your  fixed  Word , and  second,  for 
being  one  of  the  initial  cult  lead- 
ers who  started  me  on  the  road 
to  numismatic  bibliomania. 
Your  sales  of  the  Armand 
Champa  collection,  I pray,  will 
be  just  the  beginning  of  your 
inclusion  of  numismatic  litera- 
ture. My  name  is  J.D.  McCarthy, 
and  I am  a Numismatic  Biblio- 
maniac. 

For  the  eight  years  I lived  near 
Santa  Rosa,  California,  I would 
often  visit,  attempting  to  pur- 
chase some  coin  to  fill  a small 
hole  in  my  meager  coin  and  cur- 
rency collection.  It  was  while  liv- 
ing there  that  I fell  under  the 
spell  of  that  scientific/master 
numismatic  Guru,  Jack  H.  "Early 
Coppers"  Beymer.  A Guru  who 
enlightened  me  about  the  true 
beliefs:  Study  a coin,  Understand 
how  it  was  made,  learn  what 
affects  it  and  how  it  is  affected, 
learn  all  you  can  about  the  coin, 
don't  fill  a hole  - fill  an  aware- 
ness, read  a book  and  learn 
about  the  coin  and  the  series. 
Finally,  fourteen  years  ago  I 
broke  free  from  his  grasp,  at  least 
I initially  thought  I had.  I left 
the  area  in  an  attempt  to  escape 
this  guru  and  return  to  a normal 
life  of  a modest  coin  and  curren- 
cy collector.  Unfortunately,  my 
addiction  is  strong,  and  alas  I am 
weak.  Almost  every  year,  since 
relocating  to  the  presumed  safe- 
ty of  the  East  Coast,  I have 
returned  to  his  temple.  Driving 
the  3,000  miles  to  California  to 
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obtain  a quick  fix.  I stop  in  Santa 
Rosa  and  buy  numismatic  litera- 
ture, along  with  some  meager 
coins  and  currency,  from  Guru 
Beymer.  Not  much,  but  enough 
to  ease  my  thirst  on  the  return 
trip.  His  temple  is  one  of  the 
few,  which  I have  attended/visit- 
ed, which  contains  a good  selec- 
tion of  numismatic  literature.  (I 
am  at  a loss  to  explain  why  most 
numismatic  dealers  buy  collec- 
tions and/or  estates  of  coins  and 
currency,  but  never  seem  to  ask 
or  buy  the  literature).  But  then, 
my  name  is  J.D.  McCarthy,  and  I 
am  a Numismatic  Bibliomaniac. 

One  of  the  next  Gurus  who's 
spell  I came  under  was  Fred  L. 
"Function"  Lake.  He  with  his 
Epistles  (numismatic  catalogues) 
all  broken  down  by  sermon  topic 
(or  specialty  areas).  His  topical 
presentations  drag  me  straight  to 
areas  containing  volumes  to  fill 
my  intoxicating  desires.  I am 
totally  helpless  when  studying 
his  Epistles  - I have  made 
attempted  offerings  on  items 
found  in  almost  every  one  of  his 
Holy  books.  Occasionally  my 
prayers  have  been  answered.  But 
then  again,  my  name  is  J.D. 
McCarthy,  and  I am  a Numis- 
matic Bibliomaniac. 

Next  came  that  threesome 
from  near  that  undesirable  area 
along  Lake  Erie  in  Ohio.  You 
would  at  least  think  that 
Numismatic  Gurus  would  work 
and  live  in  a sane  and  safe  place 
like  Columbus,  but  I guess  they 
felt  that  living  in  a wasteland  is 
good  for  the  "Soul."  Whether  it 
was  my  aversion  to  risking  offer- 
ings in  a place  that  close  to 
Cleveland  may  explain  why  I 


missed  (failed  to  take  advantage 
of)  the  written  words  of  their 
first,  second,  third,  and  fourth 
Epistles.  I only  read  and  con- 
tributed to  them  for  their  fifth 
Epistle  because  1 may  have  had 
little  else  to  do  that  spring. 
However,  the  results  lead  to  me 
missing  their  sixth  Epistle.  Later  I 
reread  their  fifth  Epistle  and  was 
hooked.  1 reached  out  for  more 
of  their  written  word  to  help 
ease  my  troubled  bibliomaniac 
soul.  Soon  1 received  their  sev- 
enth Epistle.  From  that  time  until 
they  announced  the  closing  of 
their  temple  I was  hooked  on 
their  demon  missives.  A few 
years  ago  I was  able  to  obtain 
copies  of  their  original  missives 
along  with  the  Prayers  Response 
Loudly  (PRL's),  acquired  through 
Mail  Bid  Sales.  This  left  me  Out- 
On-A-Limb  for  having  earlier 
missed  those  Epistles  and  regret- 
ting the  offerings  I could  have 
made,  and  the  bound  volumes  I 
might  have  been  able  to  cherish 
and  call  my  own. 

I was  extremely  saddened  to 
learn  of  the  passing  of  Kenneth 
Lowe.  Mr.  Lowe  often  accepted 
my  phone  calls  and  provided  his 
expert  advice  on  items  that  I was 
contemplating  acquiring  for  my 
library.  [PS  - I am  still  hoping  to 
acquire  (hint,  hint)  the  few 
items  of  theirs  I am  missing,  so 
as  to  complete  a collection  of 
their  offerings.]  My  name  is  J.D. 
McCarthy,  and  I am  a Numis- 
matic Bibliomaniac. 

In  my  never-ending  search  for 
enlightenment  and  the  printed 
word  I came  upon  the  written 
words  of  Orville  J.  Grady,  anoth- 
er guru,  but  one  from  a saner 
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area.  Unfortunately,  here  also  I 
missed  obtaining  the  first  Epistles 
and  the  addendum's  showing 
the  final  offering  results  for  these 
Epistles  as  well  as  missing  adden- 
dums for  Epistles  #6  and  #8. 
Maybe  I just  mislaid  the  final 
offering  results  for  the  last  two, 
heaven  only  knows.  I will  have 
to  review  my  Scriptures  and  do  a 
much  better  job  of  cataloguing 
my  Holy  books.  One  thing  I 
have  found  in  my  studies,  is  that 
you  must  learn  from  and  know 
the  past  to  ascertain  the  future. 
(Current  offerings  should  be 
based  upon  past  offerings). 
Although  Guru  Grady  preaches 
from  in  the  wilderness,  he 
always  seems  to  uncover  suffi- 
cient printed  words  to  make  his 
Epistles  worthwhile  and  manda- 
tory reading.  But,  alas,  I stray 
from  my  warning  with  my  ram- 
bling. Is  there  any  hope  in  the 
pledge.  My  name  is  J.D. 
McCarthy,  and  I am  a Numis- 
matic Bibliomaniac. 

At  some  point  in  my  turmoil 
and  searching  I turned  to  Guru 
George  Frederick  Kolbe  in  the 
hope  of  discovering  some  sort  of 
salvation.  Alas,  as  a budget 
stretched  collector,  I am  more 
often  troubled  by  the  fact  that  I 
am  unable  to  pledge  contribu- 
tions of  $30,000  or  more  for  the 
best  sets  found  in  his  Epistles.  1 
fear  that  his  Epistles  are  meant 
more  for  the  scholarly  novitiate. 
Why  else  would  he  label  his 
Epistles  as  catalogues.  Maybe  it  is 
simply  that  I discovered  his 
teachings  so  many  years  after  he 
started  writing  his  Catalogues 
that  I missed  many  fine  bound 
words.  Occasionally  I have  been 


able  to  make  an  acceptable  offer- 
ing and  be  rewarded  with  a vol- 
ume or  two;  so  I will  continue  to 
study  his  teachings  and  read  his 
written  words  for  the  occasional 
United  States  or  Canadian  mis- 
sive. I will  also  pursue  my  quest 
to  obtain  all  of  his  past  teach- 
ings, including  PRL's,  be  they 
fixed  ones  or  those  which  seek 
offerings.  In  the  meantime  I will 
satisfy  my  needs  with  the  occa- 
sional scriptures  rewarded  me  for 
my  deminimus  offerings.  My 
name  is  J.D.  McCarthy,  and  I am 
a Numismatic  Bibliomaniac. 

Another  Guru  who  I have 
encountered,  mainly  through 
correspondence  but  twice  face  to 
face,  is  Charles  Davis.  I began 
reading  his  scriptures  a little  late, 
starting  with  Epistle  #18,  but  I 
have  been  a follower  of  his  writ- 
ten word  ever  since  that  time. 
Praise  the  Bibliomaniac  Gods 
that  I was  able  to  obtain  hard- 
bound copies  of  the  Armand 
Champa  Sale.  Here  also  I feel 
that  I will  learn  more  if  I obtain 
copies  of  his  earlier  Scriptures 
and  the  addendums  of  realized 
offerings.  I have  been  able  to 
locate  and  acquire  a few  of  the 
earlier  missed  Epistles , but,  alas, 
not  all.  My  name  is  J.D. 
McCarthy,  and  I am  a 
Numismatic  Bibliomaniac. 

Next  was  that  devious  Guru 
Remy  Bourne.  He  who  wrote 
about  the  Scriptures  and  even 
had  his  children  issue  Epistles 
under  their  own  names  before 
he  revealed  himself  as  another  of 
the  Gurus.  Here,  however,  I have 
been  able  to  obtain,  and  afford, 
all  of  his  Epistles  and  all  but  one 
of  his  Gospels  (that  of  the  limit- 
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ed  edition).  I am  weak  and 
accordingly  look  forward  to  all 
of  his  teachings  as  they  are 
released.  His  words  are  strong 
and  he  knows  the  past.  His 
Gospels  espouse  what  was  and 
what  could  be.  He  is,  however, 
still  a Guru.  My  name  is  J.D. 
McCarthy,  and  I am  a Numis- 
matic Bibliomaniac. 

Other  Gurus  include  S & R 
Sisti,  J.F.  Bergman,  Cal  Wilson, 
R.C.  Williams,  Roger  Zago,  and 
Sanford  Durst,  all  from  whom  I 
have  at  least  a few  Epistles  each. 
As  I stated  earlier,  last,  but  never 
the  least  is  Frank  "The  Dean" 
and  Laurese  Katen.  Oh  if  I had 
only  received  the  word  ten  or 
twenty  years  earlier  (fifty  if  I was 
that  old),  I would  have  made 
generous  offerings  after  reading 
their  Epistles.  Their  Scriptures, 
the  few  dozens  I have  been  for- 
tunate enough  to  obtain,  includ- 
ing the  bound  final  Personal 
Library  sales,  have  left  me  in  a 
total  stupor  for  days.  As  I deci- 
pher the  fixed  offerings  from 
their  prior  Epistles  I will  start  to 
complete  my  collection  of  their 
written  word.  But  again  I stray 
from  my  purpose.  My  name  is 
J.D.  McCarthy,  and  I am  a 
Numismatic  Bibliomaniac. 

What  you  may  ask  has  Col. 
Bill  "New-Mismatist"  Murray  to 
do  with  these  Gurus,  and  why 
do  I say  he  has  harmed  me  possi- 
bly more  than  the  Gurus.  My 
files  are  in  disarray  (I  have  been 
unable  to  locate  the  specific  col- 
umn) he  was  the  author  of  an 
article  which  appeared  in  one  of 
the  NewMismatic  papers  a num- 
ber of  years  ago.  In  the  article  he 
disclosed  the  secret  weapon  I 


had  been  using  to  help  release 
me  from  the  Gurus,  and  this 
author  told  my  secret  to  every- 
one (those  that  matter  - 
Numismatists).  Just  as  I am  fully 
hooked,  but  developing  my  own 
skills,  along  comes  (False 
Prophet)  Col.  New-Mismatist 
and  writes  an  article  (followed 
recently  by  an  article  by  Guru  Q. 
David  Bowers).  For  years  I had 
been  visiting  Used  Bookstores  in 
my  vast  travels  where  I was  able 
to  locate  large  quantities  of  the 
written  word.  But  some  nasty 
individual  wrote  that  column 
telling  everyone  to  check  used 
bookstores.  All  of  a sudden  a 
majority  of  my  sources  have 
dried  up.  Was  he  really  helping 
develop  potential  Bibliomaniacs. 
Emphatically,  NO!!!  Now  I am 
lucky  if  I can  find  much  of  any- 
thing. In  addition,  I have  been 
having  problems  locating  any  of 
the  scriptures  when  1 attend 
Library  book  sales.  The  word  has 
gotten  out  and  now  everyone  is 
into  the  act  as  if  they  were 
Numismatic  Bibliomaniacs.  Is 
there  no  salvation  for  a poor  sod 
like  myself.  My  name  is  J.D. 
McCarthy,  and  I am  a 
Numismatic  Bibliomaniac. 

In  closing  I wish  to  add  a few 
more  (hopefully)  worthy  obser- 
vations. I have  visited  the  MILE 
High  Temple  of  the  A.N.A. 
Where  I viewed  the  Sacred  Biblio 
wonders  (available  to  cult  mem- 
bers for  return  postage).  I had 
also  visited  the  Biblio  Temple  - 
The  Root  of  Knowledge,  near 
Cleveland,  where  I was  more 
astounded  and  impressed  by 
their  personal  library  than  what 
I had  seen  at  the  Mile  High 
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Temple.  I drooled  in  awe  over 
the  Sacred  Wonders  revealed  to 
me  on  shelf  after  shelf.  I drank 
in  the  sights  at  both  Holy  sites, 
and  now  feel  as  if  I could  almost 
imagine  what  it  would  be  like  to 
spend  time  in  a real  Numismatic 
Bibliomaniac  Shrine  (Library).  I 
have  been  tithing  the  majority 
of  my  meager  budget  during  the 
past  years  in  an  attempt  to 


quench  my  thirst  for  another 
volume  of  the  bound  word,  and 
another,  and  another.  Please 
help  me.  My  name  is  J.D. 
McCarthy,  and  I am  a 
Numismatic  Bibliomaniac. 

Please  provide  a good 
(Numismatic)  book  with  the  lov- 
ing care  it  deserves  while  it  is 
entrusted  to  you.  Oh  No,  anoth- 
er Epistle  just  arrived  in  the  mail! 


Upcoming  NBS  Events  at  the 
American  Numismatic  Association 
110th  Anniversary  Convention 
Atlanta,  GA 

Thursday,  August  9,  2001,  1 pm 
NBS  Numismatic  Literature  Symposium 
A panel  discussion  with  officers  of  the  organization. 

Host:  Pete  Smith 

Friday,  August  10,  2001,  11:30am 
NBS  General  Membership  Meeting 
Installation  of  officers,  Awards  announcements, 
featured  speakers,  and  a short  fundraising  book  auction. 

More  information  will  be  published  in  the  E-Sylum  as  it  becomes 
available.  If  you  are  not  a subscriber  to  this  weekly  electronic  journal 
contact  Wayne  Homren  at  whomren@coinlibrary.com 


THE  ASYLUM  # SUMMER  2001 


27 


The  Ijoly  Grail 

By  Bob  Schuman 


In  the  summer  of  1973,  I visit- 
ed Boston  (with  pony  tail  and 
back  pack)  to  attend  the  ANA 
convention.  For  me,  those  were 
heady  (no  pun  intended)  times.  I 
was  intensely  interested  in  the 
acquisition  of  1794  large  cents 
and  concomitantly  coming  to 
understand  their  tradition  and 
mystique. 

At  the  same  time  John  W. 
Adams  was,  and  had  been, 
deeply  involved  in  the  history 
and  provenance  of  these  promi- 
nent 1794  cents.  His  superb  col- 
lection and  the  extensive  infor- 
mation that  evolved  from  his 
research  during  those  years 
added  much  to  the  lore  and  lure 
of  these  cents.  John  had  gra- 
ciously invited  me  to  visit  him  at 
his  office  in  downtown  Boston. 
There,  I was  shown  a number  of 
beautiful  1794  cents  that  were 
indeed  a joy  to  behold.  It  was  an 
unforgettable  experience. 

I was,  however,  shown  one 
more  item  that  day  which 
seemed  even  more  remarkable  to 
me,  both  as  a numismatist  and  a 
numismatic  bibliophile.  John 
handed  to  me  an  original  copy 
of  Dr.  Maris'  work  on  the  U.S. 
cents  and  half  cents  of  1794. 1 
Across  the  title  page,  written  in 
ink  in  a beautiful  19th  century 
script,  was  the  inscription  - 


"W.W.  Hayes."  As  a member  of 
the  Hayes  cult,  as  George  F. 
Kolbe  has  called  it,  I felt  as  if  1 
had  seen  Moses'  personal  copy 
of  the  Ten  Commandments.  It 
was  the  highlight  of  a spectacu- 
lar afternoon. 

I never  forgot  about  that  small 
pamphlet  and,  years  later,  I 
became  seriously  interested  in 
numismatic  literature,  my  obses- 
sion with  this  piece  grew  even 
stronger.  After  a somewhat  cir- 
cuitous and  costly  course  of 
events,  I was  finally  able  to 
acquire  it. 

It  has  no  great  functional 
value.  It  is  not  useful  for  pedi- 
gree research.  It  is  not  helpful  for 
variety  attribution.  Other  copies 
can  be  had  much  more  inexpen- 
sively. 

It  is,  however,  a physical  relic, 
almost  religious  in  some  ways,  of 
the  legendardy  deities  of  the 
1794  large  cent  pantheon  and  of 
the  momentary  but  profound 
interconnection  between  them. 
It  is  the  sole  written  testament 
to,  and  documentation  of,  the 
actual  passing  of  the  torch  from 
Dr.  Edward  Maris,  the  pioneer 
who  first  saw  the  light  and 
attempted  to  clarify  it  in  his  own 
words,  and  William  Wallace 
Hays,  Esq.  "[Tjhe  man  through 
whose  patience  and  perseverance 


Editor's  Note:  This  article  first  appeared  in  Penny  Wise  35/1  (2001),  pp.59- 
60.  The  editor  would  like  to  thank  both  and  Dr.  Schuman  and  PW  editor 
Harry  Salyards  for  their  kind  permision  in  letting  us  reprint  this  work. 

1 E.  Maris,  Varieties  of  the  Copper  Issues  of  the  United  States  Mint  in  the  Year 
1794  (Philadelphia,  1869). 
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a complete  cent  of  the  1794 
cents  was  collected"  and  who, 
with  the  collaboration  of 
Edouard  Frossard,  brought  forth 
a written  and  photographic 
record  of  that  collection  for  the 
use  and  pleasure  of  future  gener- 
ations.2 As  Sheldon  states,  the 
name  Hays  has  "taken  deep  root 
in  the  affections  of  cent  collec- 
tors" and  "will  long  be  associat- 
ed with  this,  the  most  extensive 
one-date  series  of  American 
coins."3 

This  particular  copy  is  a writ- 
ten artifact  that  represents  the 
continuity  of  spirit  that  flowed 


from  Maris  to  Hays  to  Sheldon 
and  to  those  collectors,  past  and 
present,  who  have  actually  felt 
that  fraternal  bond  between  past 
and  future  owners  as  Sheldon 
described  it.  That  emotion  is  real 
and  palpable  to  those  who  have 
known  it.  That  passion,  a flame 
kindled  over  131  years  ago,  still 
burns  today  and  this  little  book 
seems  an  eternal  ember  from 
that  fire.  When  I shut  the  lights 
in  my  study  at  the  end  of  the 
evening,  1 can  sometimes  sense  a 
faint  glow  emanating  from  the 
bookshelf  ...  perhaps  it's  just  my 
imagination. 


2 E.  Frossard  and  W.W.  Hays,  Varieties  of  United  States  Cents  of  the  Year 
1794  Described  and  Illustrated  (New  York,  1893). 

3 W.H.  Sheldon,  Penny  Whimsy  (New  York,  1958),  pp. 18-19. 
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Booh  Review: 

Glenn  R.  Peterson's  The  Ultimate 
Guide  to  attributing  Rust  Rail  Dollars 

By  Michael  E.  Marotta 


The  Ultimate  Guide  to 
Attributing  Bust  Half  Dollars  by 
Glenn  R.  Peterson  (Rocky  River, 
1999)  delivers  a scientific  meth- 
odology for  identifying  die  mar- 
riages in  this  series.  It  is  fascinat- 
ing that  a book  about  errors  and 
varieties,  so  focussed  as  it  is  on 
the  smallest  perceivable  details, 
should  stray  from  accepted  stan- 
dards for  grammar  and  typogra- 
phy. 

In  the  introduction,  Brad 
Karoleff  writes  "Each  letter, 
number  and  star  were  individu- 
ally placed."  That  should  be 
"Each.. .was..."  The  title  of 
Yeoman's  "Redbook,"  A Guide- 
book of  United  States  Coins,  is 
underlined,  when  it  should  have 
been  italicized.  Italics  is  required. 
However,  in  the  previous  centu- 
ry, as  a nod  to  the  typewriter, 
underlining  was  allowed  in  lieu 
of  italics. 

This  is  not  to  say  that  the  book 
is  flawed,  or  ungrammatical,  or 
wrong.  On  a technical  writing 
project,  I worked  with  a team  of 
software  engineers.  I got  them  to 
provide  written  descriptions  of 
their  work,  which  I then  edited. 
One  engineer  had  a real  problem 
writing.  "Look,"  I said.  "You 
work  in  C.  It  has  a grammar  and 
syntax  and  vocabulary,  just  like 
English.  You  even  end  your 
independent  clauses  with  semi- 
colons. 

"What's  so  hard?"  He  told  me 


that  he  did  not  think  in  terms  of 
writing  a paragraph.  Instead,  he 
visualized  pulleys,  gears,  and 
linkages.  Computer  code  was 
just  a way  to  describe  them. 
Later,  he  came  to  me  with  a 
Socratic  inquiry. 

"Is  English  a living  language?" 
he  asked. 

"Sure." 

"So  it  changes." 

"Yes." 

"But  you  have  rule  books  and 
manuals?" 

"We  do." 

"Does  the  language  change 
first  or  do  they  change  the  man- 
uals first?"  he  asked. 

"Obviously,  the  language 
changes  all  the  time  and  the 
manuals  explain  the  correct 
usage  of  modern  English,  what- 
ever that  might  be,"  I replied. 

"So,"  he  said  with  a smile,  "if 
you  follow  the  manual,  you  are 
not  using  the  current  revision." 

Modern  American  English 
accepts  forms  that  older  readers 
and  writers  would  have  found 
unlettered: 

• "None  of  them  do  this." 
instead  of  "None...  does..." 

• "The  Brewers  hit  five  less  dou- 

bles than  the  Yankees." 
instead  of  "...  five  fewer..." 

In  books  about  airplanes  writ- 
ten in  the  1920s  and  1930s, 
British  speakers  of  English  placed 
the  names  of  ships  in  quotation 
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marks.  We  Americans  italicize 
Spirit  of  St.  Louis.  In  the  previous 
sentence,  the  older  form  of  refer- 
ing  to  dates  demanded  an  apos- 
trophe: 1920's.  This  went  out  of 
style  in  the  1970s  in  American 
English.  The  word  "1930s"  refers 
to  a plural,  not  a posessive,  and 
nothing  is  missing  between  the 
"0"  and  the  "s."  So,  there  is  no 
need  for  an  apostrophe  but  a 
grammar  book  will  tell  you  there 
should  be  one. 

It  will  be  interesting  to  see 
how  much  written  English 
changes  as  a result  of  the  inter- 


net. Already,  it  is  firmly  estab- 
lished that  we  do  not  criticize 
grammar  in  online  discussions. 
We  are  all  working  quickly.  No 
matter  how  inexpensive  our 
internet  service  provider  is,  we 
all  pay  to  be  online.  Therefore, 
the  tendency  is  to  overlook 
minor  mistakes,  granting  the 
author  the  benefit  of  the  doubt, 
and  focusing  on  the  content,  not 
the  delivery.  Writing  about  this 
book  for  the  E-Sylum , I capital- 
ized the  title,  since  neither  italics 
nor  underlining  is  available  in 
ascii. 


Complete  Your  Collection 

No  numismatic  bibliophile's  library  is  complete  without  an  extensive 
run  of  The  ftsylum.  Below  are  listed  all  of  the  back  issues  which  are 
currently  available.  Better  hurry,  some  are  in  short  supply  and  you'll 
want  to  fill  those  holes  in  your  collection  at  reasonable  prices 


Vol.  II 

Nos.  1,2 

Vol.  XI 

Nos.  1,2,  3,4 

Vol.  Ill 

Nos.  1,2,  3/4 

Vol.  XII 

Nos.  2,  3,  4 

Vol.  IV 

Nos.  1,3,  4 

Vol.  XIII 

Nos.  1,  2,  3,  4 

Vol.  V 

Nos.  1,  2,  3,  4 

Vol.  XIV 

Nos.  1,  2,  3,  4 

Vol.  VI 

Nos.  1,  2,  3,  4 

Vol.  XV 

Nos.  1,  2,  3,  4 

Vol.  VII 

Nos.  1,  2,  3,  4 

Vol.  XVI 

Nos.  1,  2,  3,  4 

Vol.  VIII 

Nos.  1,2,  3,4 

Vol.  XVII 

Nos.  2,  3,  4 

Vol.  IX 

Nos.  1,  2,  3,  4 

Vol.  XVIII 

Nos.  1,2,  3,  4 

Vol.  X 

No.  1 

Vol.  XIX 

No.  1,  2 

All  issues  are  $5.00  each  (including  postage).  Photocopies  of  out  of  print 
issues  are  also  available  at  the  same  price. 

Make  all  checks  or  money  orders  payable  to 
"Numismatic  Bibliomania  Society"  and  send  to: 

David  Hirt,  Secretary-Treasurer,  Numismatic  Bibliomania  Society 
5911  Quinn  Orchard  Road,  Frederick,  MD  21704 
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Hews  from  the  Het 

By  Pete  Smith 


The  E-Sylum  is  a weekly  elec- 
tronic newsletter  for  anyone 
who  is  interested  in  numismatic 
literature.  To  be  included,  send 
your  e-mail  address  to  Wayne 
Homren  at  whomren@  coinli- 
brary.com. 

Earliest  Illustration? 

Eric  P.  Newman  suggested  that 
the  earliest  piece  of  American 
numismatic  literature  with  an 
illustration  might  be  a pamphlet 
published  in  1756.  A Short 

Account  of  the  Life  of  John  , 

Owen  Syllavan,  etc.  has  a woodcut 
showing  the  1756  hanging  of 
Sullivan. 

Newman  has  one  of  two 
known  surviving  copies. 

Great  Debate  Update 

The  E-Sylum  has  continued  to 
provide  updates  on  legal  action 
following  the  "Great  Debate" 
held  during  the  1999  ANA 
Convention  in  Chicago.  In  brief, 
Professor  Theodore  V.  Buttrey 
claimed  that  certain  Western 
gold  bars  were  fraudulent. 
Michael  Hodder  presented  the 
case  for  the  authenticity  of  those 
bars.1  John  J.  Ford,  Jr.  and  the 
firm  of  Stack's  were  interested 
parties  as  they  sold  several  of  the 
pieces  in  dispute.  At  the  conclu- 


sion of  the  debate,  Buttrey 
announced  that  he  would  turn 
over  his  findings  to  the  Attorney 
General  in  New  York. 

On  December  13,  2000,  a court 
in  New  York  dismissed  claims  for 
$6  million  in  damages  made  by 
Ford  and  Stack's  against  Buttrey. 
The  court  found  that  Buttrey 
does  not  conduct  business  in 
New  York  state  and  that  the 
court  had  no  jurisdiction  in  the 
case. 

In  2001  the  complaint  was 
refiled  in  the  Northern  District 
of  Illinois  where  the  debate  was 
conducted.  The  E-Sylum  is 
expected  to  provide  updates  as 
the  story  continues. 

Disappearing  Newspapers 

Several  readers  commented  on 
the  release  of  a new  book,  Double 
Fold:  Libraries  and  the  Assault  on 
Paper  by  Nicholson  Baker.  The 
author  deplores  the  destruction 
of  original  copies  of  newspapers 
and  old  books  and  their  replace- 
ment with  microfilm.  Now 
much  of  that  microfilm  may  be 
deteriorating  and  unreadable. 

Dave  Bowers  gave  his  personal 
experiences.  "About  20  to  25 
years  ago  I noticed  that  quite  a 
few  bird's-eye  view  lithographs 


1 For  an  account  of  the  debate  see  J.J.  Orosz,  "Ad  hominem  ad  nauseam: 
The  'Great  Debate'  between  Michael  Hodder  and  Theodore  Buttrey,"  The 
Asylum  17 /3  (1999),  pp. 23-29.  The  dispute  was  sparked  by  T.V.  Buttrey, 
"False  western  American  gold  bars,"  American  Journal  of  Numismatics^  9 
(1997),  pp.  89-112.  M.  Hodder,  "Western  American  gold  and  unparted  bars: 
A review  of  the  evidence,"  American  Journal  of  Numismatics^  11  (1999), 
pp. 85-1 49,  is  the  published  full  version  of  Hodder's  side  of  this  discussion. 
Buttrey  is  working  on  his  counter  arguments. 


92  SUMMER  2001  * THE  ASYLUM 


of  towns  and  cities,  mostly  print- 
ed circa  the  1870's  and  1880's 
when  such  things  were 
immensely  popular,  were  com- 
ing on  the  market.  All  bore  the 
stamp  of  the  Library  of  Congress. 
1 went  to  Washington  and  met 
with  the  person  in  charge  of 
deaccessioning  such  things  and 
learned  that  anything  that  he  or 
his  staff  thought  significant  (e.g. 
Norman  Rockwell  prints  filed  for 
copyright)  were  moved  to  a new 
facility  in  Crystal  City,  VA." 

"He  realized  that  much  of  the 
trashed  stuff  was  very  valuable, 
but  he  said  that  to  auction  or 
dispose  of  it  otherwise  would 
have  involved  inventorying  it 
and  placing  it  out  for  bids, 
which  he  had  neither  the  time 
nor  the  staff  to  do.  It  was  easier 
to  throw  if  away.  However,  local 
dealers  in  ephemera,  etc.  were 
aware  of  the  dispositions  (how 
was  not  stated)  and  were  on 
hand  when  things  were  thrown 
out." 

"In  this  way,  second-hand,  I 
acquired  most  of  my  19th  centu- 
ry mint  reports,  a huge  number 
of  newspapers  that  interested  me 
and  so  on." 

"Similarly,  circa  1980  I 
acquired  a large  number  of  peri- 
odicals from  the  New  York 
Public  Library,  in  the  latter 
instance  by  paying  to  have  them 
microfilmed  — which  ran  into 
quite  a few  tens  of  thousands  of 
dollars." 

Remy  Bourne  reported,  "Not 
all  newspapers  were  purchased 
from  the  libraries  by  newspaper 
dealers.  Twenty  years  ago  when  I 
was  avidly  collecting  all  numis- 
matic stories  in  United  States 


newspapers  from  the  1700's  for- 
ward, most  of  the  newspapers 
were  literally  acquired  from  the 
dumpsters  of  the  Library  of 
Congress  where  they  were 
thrown  away  after  being  micro- 
filmed. This  was  related  to  me  at 
the  time  from  the  newspaper 
dealers  I was  doing  business 
with." 

Granvyl  G.  Hulse,  Jr.  who  is 
librarian  for  Numismatics 
International  reacted  to  the 
story.  "1  am  going  to  have  to 
come  to  the  defense  of  micro- 
filming, but  I do  so  with  some 
reluctance,  and  not  for  the  obvi- 
ous reasons.  I have  had  to  do 
newspaper  research  a number  of 
times  in  my  life,  the  first  that 
made  the  greatest  impression  on 
me  was  when  I started  my  series 
on  medals  awarded  to  British 
soldiers  during  the  American 
Revolution  for  the  The  Numis- 
matist." 

"My  first  research  was  on  the 
Battle  of  Germantown.  I was  in 
London  and  received  permission 
to  enter  the  North  Reading 
Room  of  the  British  Museum  to 
look  through  their  newspaper 
collection.  They  placed  in  my 
hands  bound  originals  almost 
two  hundred  years  old.  I turned 
the  pages  with  great  care,  found 
what  I wanted  and  departed. 

"In  looking  back  over  that 
adventure  my  thought  was  - 
what  if  others  did  not  turn  the 
pages  with  the  same  care  that  I 
did  and  they  were  damaged; 
and,  secondly,  how  could  any- 
one not  living  in  London  ever 
see  the  march  of  history  that  I 
was  able  to?  Not  being  on  micro- 
film they  would  be  unavailable 
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to  anyone  else  outside  of 
England." 

"I  hate  reading  microfilm  with 
a passion,  and  am  living  for  the 
day  when  the  material  will  be 
transformed  to  CD  disk  for  sale 
to  the  public.  But  the  advantage 
of  microfilm,  as  any  genealogist 
who  uses  the  Mormon  libraries 
will  tell  you,  is  that  writings  and 
records  are  readily  available  to 
anyone." 

Dave  Bowers  had  a later  obser- 
vation. "Sometimes  materials 
suffer  when  being  held  by  insti- 
tutions. I recall  visiting  the  NY 
Public  Library  to  review  their 
periodicals  in  the  1970's,  and  all 
of  the  Norman  Rockwell  covers 
on  their  Saturday  Evenings  Posts 
had  been  razored  out.  Probably  if 
they  had  been  in  private  hands, 
this  would  not  have  happened." 

Disappearing  Mint  Records 

Henry  Bergos  saw  a parallel 
with  the  destruction  of  U.S.  Mint 
records.  "Let's  not  forget  what 
Hackel  did!!!  She  destroyed  the 
government  Mint  records!  We 
the  numismatic  community, 
went  berserk  - there  were  a few 
groups  who  wanted  to  take  them 
if  the  government  couldn't  store 
them,  but  NO!  - She  ordered 
them  destroyed  - and  so  they 
were." 

R.W.  Julian  spoke  from  his  per- 
sonal experience. 

"The  facts  of  the  matter  are  as 
follows: 

1)  In  1984  I was  planning  a trip 
to  Washington  to  do  research 
in  the  National  Archives  but 
thought  a visit  to  the  GSA 
record  center  in  Philadelphia 
might  be  of  value.  I asked 
Eleonora  Hayden,  then  Mint 


Historian,  to  obtain  for  me  the 
necessary  written  permission 
from  the  Bureau. 

2)  There  was  some  delay  in 
obtaining  permission  (for  tech- 
nical reasons)  but  while  I was 
in  Washington  permission  was 
granted. 

3)  I then  went  up  to  Philadel- 
phia where  I planned  to  read 
Philadelphia  mint  letters  and 
ledgers  for  various  years 
through  about  1935. 

4)  When  I arrived  at  the  Records 
Center  I was  informed  that 
Stella  Hackel  had  destroyed  the 
records  in  1978  and  I was 
shown  a thick  sheaf  of  destruct 
orders  that  had  been  kept  on 
file.  Hackel  used  one  of  her 
office  staff  to  sign  off  on  the 
destruction  and  then  went  to 
an  Archives  employee  to  get 
the  necessary  authorization 
from  that  quarter.  No  effort 
was  made  by  Hackel  to  consult 
with  Miss  Hayden  or  the  peo- 
ple in  the  Archives  who  actual- 
ly dealt  with  such  records.  It 
was  done  in  secret  and  those 
who  should  have  been 
informed  were  deliberately 
kept  in  the  dark. 

5)  I then  returned  to  Washing- 
ton on  other  matters.  I 
informed  Miss  Hayden  of  the 
destruction;  it  was  all  news  to 
her.  I found  out  later  that 
Donna  Pope  had  reversed  the 
policy  but  Hackel  seems  to 
have  destroyed  most  of  the 
working  mint  records  from 
1900  through  at  least  1960  and 
perhaps  as  late  as  1970.  I also 
informed  the  proper  people  in 
the  Archives,  who  were  equally 
in  the  dark.  They  had  been 
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expecting  this  material  to  be 
sent  down  in  due  course. 

6)  About  two  years  ago  a friend 
asked  Hackel  why  she  had 
destroyed  the  records.  She 
claimed  that  she  could  not 
recall  the  matter  at  all. 

7)  Eva  Adams  also  destroyed 
records  but  not  to  as  great  an 
extent.  One  record  that  she 
trashed,  for  an  example,  was  a 
die  record  book  that  listed 
every  die  made  from  1844  to 
1925.  Her  assistant,  speaking 
for  her,  said  that  collectors  had 
no  legitimate  interest  in  such 
matters  and  that  1 must  be  a 
front  for  a counterfeiting  gang. 
I filed  a Freedom  of  Infor- 
mation Act  request  but  Adams 
replied,  a year  later,  that  it  was 
an  internal  memo  and  thus 
off-limits. 

When  Mary  Brooks  became 
director,  she  had,  at  my  request, 
a search  made  for  this  book  but 
it  could  not  be  found;  she  did 
find  many  other  records  of  value 
which  were  made  available  to 
me." 

Andrew  W.  Pollock  III  recalled 
another  report  on  Mint  records. 

"Perhaps  the  most  important 
article  to  be  published  in  Coin 
World  in  the  last  20  years  was 
titled:  "Dealer  retrieves  700  vol- 
umes of  Treasury  records"  by 
William  T.  Gibbs.  The  article 
appeared  in  the  May  18,  1983 
issue,  and  reports  on  the  pur- 
chase of  historical  documents  by 
coin  dealers  who  had  been  con- 
tracted by  the  Treasury 
Department  to  recycle  the 
records." 

Michael  Schmidt  also  respond- 
ed. "To  the  best  of  my  recollec- 


tion the  story  went  that  the 
Mint  sent  a large  number  of  old 
records  and  correspondence  files 
to  the  landfill.  At  the  landfill 
they  were  found  and  diverted  to 
a paper  recycler.  The  recycler  rec- 
ognized the  documents  as  being 
valuable  and  potentially  having 
historical  significance.  The  paper 
recycler  took  the  records  to  a 
coin  dealer  who  bought  them." 

"When  the  dealer  traced  the 
records  back  to  their  source,  the 
government  tried  to  force  the 
dealer  to  give  the  records  back.  It 
was  determined  though  that  he 
held  good  title  to  the  records 
since  the  governments  claim  was 
relinquished  when  they  sent  the 
records  to  the  landfill  for  dispos- 
al. The  final  outcome  was  the 
dealer  got  to  keep  the  records 
and  the  government  issued  new 
directives  that  all  records  were  to 
be  shredded  before  being  sent  to 
the  landfill." 

Movable  Literature 

As  the  ANA  library  was 
expanded  and  remodeled,  new 
rolling  bookshelves  were 
installed  in  the  lower  level.  Nine 
SpaceSaver  units  are  used  for 
storage  of  auction  catalogs.  The 
shelves  roll  on  tracks  with  room 
for  one  four-foot  aisle. 

David  Gladfelter  reacted,  "The 
ANA's  moveable  shelves  are 
apparently  the  same  kind  as  are 
now  in  use  at  the  ANS,  courtesy 
of  Harry  Bass.  I realize  these 
things  have  safety  devices  but 
nevertheless,  I always  look  and 
listen  carefully  for  any  sudden 
movements.  Probably  some  pho- 
bia left  over  from  the  trash  com- 
pactor scene  in  Star  Wars." 

Dick  Johnson  recalled, 
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"Anyone  who  has  experienced 
the  innate  terror  of  the  library 
shelves  closing  in  on  them  at  the 
ANS  would  NEVER  recommend 
this  for  the  ANA." 

These  are  just  a few  of  the  top- 
ics covered  in  the  E-Sylum. 
People  discussed  include  dealer 
Chen  Cho-Wei,  Confederate 
paper  money  collector  J.  W. 
Corbin,  Dr.  Lewis  Feuchtwanger, 
engraver  John  Gregory  Hancock, 
Massachusetts  minter  John  Hull 
and  Irish  lawyer  Wolfe  Tone. 
Numismatic  topics  included  the 
Charles  Town  Social  Club  medal, 
"Vote  the  Land  Free"  counter- 


stamps, coinage  of  Tobacco 
colonies,  earthquake  damage  to 
libraries,  coins  appearing  in 
comic  strips  and  stage  money. 

Sometimes  there  is  a clear  con- 
nection to  numismatic  literature. 
Perhaps  in  other  cases  The  E- 
Sylum  becomes  numismatic  liter- 
ature. Should  this  fade  when  the 
electronic  file  is  erased  or  should 
it  be  preserved?  Would  there  be 
an  interest  and  market  for  a copy 
preserved  on  that  ancient  media, 
paper?  Let  your  thoughts  be 
known.  Send  an  e-mail  to  the  £- 
Sylurn  or  send  a letter  on  paper 
to  The  Asylum. 
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Announcing  an  Inexpensive 
New  Hardbound  Reprint 
*0  1982  Edition  o£  ^ 


UNITED  STATES 
NUMISMATIC  LITERATURE 


Volume  I:  Nineteenth  Century  Auction  Catalogs 

by  John  W.  Adams 

With  a New  16  Page  Supplement  of  « Additions  and  Corrections » 

SPECIAL  PRE-PUBLICATION  PRICE:  839.50 

ADD  85.50  FOR  SHIPPING  • CALIFORNIA  RESIDENTS  ADD  83.96  SALES  TAX 
After  August  12,  2001  Copies  Will  be  Priced  at  $49.50  Plus  Shipping 

Supplement  Available  Separately  for  $5.00  Postpaid 

GEORGE  FREDERICK  KOLBE  • Fine  Numismatic  Books 
P.  O.  Drawer  3100  • Crestline,  CA  92325-3100 
Tel:  (909)  338-6527  . Fax:  (909)  338-6980 
email:  numislit@compnserve.com  • web  site:  mmiislit.com 
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Money  Tree  Press 

Myron  Xenos 
1260  Smith  Court 
Rocky  River,  Ohio  44116 

PH.  (440)  333-3444 
FAX  (440)  333-4463 
E-MAIL  xenosl@prodigy.net 


Some  Inventory  Selections  from 
The  Money  Tree 

All  items  are  as  new  and  include  shipping  and  packing 

1)  Bowers.  Q David.  HIGH  PROFITS  FROM  RARE  COIN  INVESTMENTS.  1974.  208  pp. 

softbound,  first  printing,  check  out  David’s  perspectives  from  27  years  ago  $10 

2)  Bowers  & Merena  , Presidential  Coin,  DAVID  W.  DREYFUSS  COLLECTION,  1986.  176pp. 

hardbound.  Indian  peace  medals.  Assay  Commission  medals.others.  $24 

3)  Bressett  Ken.  COLLECTIBLE  AMERICAN  COINS.  1991,  320  pp.  hardbound,  4to. 

hundreds  of  illustrations.  $24 

4)  Criswell,  Grover,  NORTH  AMERICAN  CURRENCY,  1965,  910  pp.  hardbound,  green  cover 

(mint  condition,  honest,  no  sunned  spine.)  $24 

5)  Davignon,  Keith,  CONTEMPORARY  COUNTERFEIT  CAPPED  BUST  HALVES,  1996,  159pp. 

hardbound,  4to,  (are  your  bust  halves  real?????)  $32 

6)  Julian,  R.  W„  RUSSIAN  SILVER  COINAGE,  1993,  120pp.  hardbound.  This  is  one  of  the  24 

special  editions  with  a glossy  photo  of  the  Family  Ruble.  4to.  $95 

7)  Peterson,  Glenn,  ULTIMATE  GUIDE  TO  ATTRIBUTING  BUST  HALF  DOLLARS,  2000, 

293pp.  One  of  the  40  special  editions  with  marbled  covers.  4to.  Using  this  book, 
even  I can  attribute  most  halves  in  one  minute  or  less.  Really.  $135 

8)  Reed,  Dick,  COMPLETE  INVESTORS  GUIDE  TO  SILVER  DOLLAR  INVESTING,  1982,  211pp. 

hardbound.  Revised  edition,  2d  printing..  4to.  After  20  years,  you  can  read  this  tome 
and  decide  for  yourself  if  investing  is  as  much  fun  as  collecting.  $ 18 

9)  Yeoman,  R.S.,  THE  RED  BOOK  (in  this  case,  the  very  dark  red  book)  1997,  328pp.  hardbound. 

This  is  the  special  edition  50th  anniversary  Red  Book  created  to  look  like  the  1947  Red 
Book.  1200  numbered  books  were  printed,  and  most  were  handed  out  at  the  Denver 
A N A.  and  the  gathering  at  Colorado  Springs  on  the  final  Sunday  $80 

10)  Kolbe.  George.  THE  CHAMPA  LIBRARY  AT  THE  100TH  A N.  A.,  1991,  46pp.  softbound, 

1500  copies  printed.  Some  were  numbered,  these  are  not.  $12 


Special  Book  Offer 

for  Asylum  readers! 


The  following  selections  are  offered  to  you  at  20%  off  list  price. 
Offer  ends  September  30,  2001. 

Augustus  Saint-Gaudens  1848-1907: 

A Master  of  American  Sculpture 

By  Mitsdc  des  Augustins 

This  book  illustrates  the  work  of  Saint  Gaudens,  his  home,  and 
more  including  specimens  in  the  museum  of  the  ANS.  215  pages,  ill. 

Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BSG-601.  List  $69.95 
Softbound.  Stock  No.  BSG-600.  List  $49.95 

American  Coin  Treasures  and  Hoards 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

Twenty-two  chapters  are  filled  with  stories  of  treasures  hid- 
den, lost,  found,  and  some  waiting  to  be  found.  456  pages, 
profusely  illustrated. 

Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-404.  List  $59.95 


American  Numismatics  Before  the  Civil  War,  1760-1860 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

This  book,  emphasizing  the  story  of  Augustus  B.  Sage,  will 
give  you  an  "I  am  there"  feeling  for  the  early  days  of  American 
numismatics.  432  pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-405.  List  $89.95 

Encyclopedia  of  Automatic  Musical  Instruments 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

First  printed  in  1972,  this  book  has  become  the  standard 
reference  on  old-time  automatic  music  makers.  If  you  like  music 
or  nostalgia,  you'll  love  this  book.  1,008  pages,  illustrated.  Over 
20,000  copies  sold! 

Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-802.  List  $89.95 


The  History  of  United  States  Coinage 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

Covers  all  American  series  from  colonials  to  territorial  gold, 
half  cents  to  $20  gold.  Equivalent  to  a university  course  in  coins. 
572  pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-130.  List  $59.95 


Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr.,  King  of  Coins 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

A wonderful  book  chronicling  the  life  of  this  magnificent 
collector  and  his  fascinating  collection  which,  when  sold,  realized 
$44  million!  176  pages,  illustrated.  Second  printing. 

Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-146A.  List  $62.50 


The  Rare  Silver  Dollars  Dated  1804 

and  the  Exciting  Adventures  of  Edmund  Roberts 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

Take  a ride  on  the  ll.S.S.  Peacock  as  it  delivers  the  “King  of 
Coins"  to  the  Sultan  of  Muscat.  Includes  over  100  biographies  of 
numistmatists. 

Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-407.  List  $69.95 


The  Treasure  Ship 
S.S.  Brother  Jonathan 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

Chronicles  of  this  ill-fated  vessel,  its  loss  and  recovery,  plus 
stories  of  the  Gold  Rush  in  San  Francisco  and  a history  of  the  San 
Francisco  Mint.  416  pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-406.  List  $69.95 


United  States  Gold  Coins:  An  Illustrated  History 
By  Q.  David  Bowers 

The  definitive  work  on  American  gold  coins.  When  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  James  Baker  wanted  to  know  about  gold  coins,  he 
consulted  this  book.  Award  winner.  415  pages,  illustrated 
Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-135.  List  $57.95 
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Walter  Breen's  Complete  Encyclopedia 
of  U.S.  Half  Cents 

The  definitive  reference  on  half  cents  dated  1793-1857,  this 
encyclopedia  covers  their  production,  rarity,  grading,  and  variet- 
ies. 500  pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BBR-724.List:  $65.00 

AC 


Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries 

A Collectors  Universe  Company 

Box  1224  ♦ Wolfeboro,  NH  03894  ♦ 800-222-5993  ♦ In  NH:  569-5095 
Fax:  (603)  569-5319  ♦ e-mail:  rarecoingallery@bowersandmerena.com 


Buy  Online,  Bid  Online,  Books  Online!  www.bowersandmerena.com  asyots 
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The  address  you  need  for 
numismatic  books , 
with  one  of  the  largest 
selection  of  titles 
available  on  the  Internet. 

Supplies  too! 


P.0.  Box  15477  • Savannah,  GA  31416 
912-355-1976  • 800-828-8306  • Fax:  912-355-3399 
www.stantonbooks.com 
Email:  jt@stantonbooks.com 

Internet  dealers  - contact  us 
about  our  affiliate  program! 


STANTON 
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IS  PLEASED  TO  ANNOUNCE 

the  publication  of 


THE  CONNECTICUT  STATE  COPPER  COINAGE, 

1785-1788 

AS  ILLUSTRATED  BY 

THE  GEORGE  C.  PERKINS,  Esqr.  COLLECTION 

Catalogued  and  Sold  at  Public  Auction  by  Stack’s 
January  12,  2000 

Comprising  the  original  auction  catalogue  descriptions 

and  illustrations 

Extracted  and  reformatted  for  this  special  edition 
With  a new  Introduction  and  as  a special  feature: 

A CONNECTICUT  CONCORDANCE  OF  THE 
1975  EAC  SALE 
1987  TAYLOR  SALE 
2000  PERKINS  SALE 

A SPECIAL  LIMITED  EDITION 

Of  only  350  hardbound  copies 


Call  now  to  reserve  your  copy  of  this  landmark  attribution  guide. 


©2001  Stack’s 

123  West  57th  Street,  New  York,  NY  10019 
Tel. 212-582-2580  Fax  212-582-1946  info@stacks.com 

All  rights  reserved 


Price:  $125.00 

$3.50  shipping  to  US  addresses 
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If  You’re  Not  Planning  on  Taking  it 
With  You,  You  Need  This  Book 


All  kidding  aside,  planning  your  estate  is  a serious  matter. 


Your  heirs  deserve  knowledge  and  truth  about  your  holdings.  This 
book  should  help,  and  - especially  for  those  of  you  with  a 
valuable  collection  — a copy  for  your  heirs  would  not  be  amiss.” 
COINage  2001  Coin  Collector's  Yearbook 


The  Rare  Coin  Estate  Handbook  lays  it  on  the  line:  "Record- 
keeping,  caring  for  your  coins,  safeguarding  them,  long-term 
storage,  transporting  valuables,  insurance,  evaluating  your  col- 
lection, tips  for  heirs...  selling  through  outright  sale,  selling  at 
auction. ..Must  reading  for  most  of  today's  collectors. 

Coins  Magazine,  March  2001 


“Minimize  inheritance  headaches  and  heartaches... 

Experts'  tips  for  winning  encounters  with  coin  dealers  and 
the  IRS.  An  important  new  guide.” 

The  Centinel  ( Quarterly  Journal  of  the  Central  States 
Numismatic  Society),  Winter  2000/2001 


“Deserves  to  be  in  the  hands  of  any  collector  of  coins,  seri- 
ous or  frivolous.  It  gives  excellent  advice  for  maintaining  records, 
caring  for,  safeguarding  and  for  disposing  of  a numismatic  collection.  Dealers 
would  do  well  to  recommend  it  to  their  customers  — after  reading  it  themselves.” 

Col.  Bill  Murray,  noted  numismatic  columnist 


“A  wealth  of  sound  and  practical  information,  written  in  a clear  and  concise  manner.  Must  reading  for  every 
collector!” 

Leroy  Van  Allen,  numismatic  author  and  Morgan  Dollar  expert 

“Details  ways  of  dealing  with  collections  by  the  collectors  and  their  heirs  to  ensure  optimum  returns  and 
minimum  distress  and  inheritance  taxes.  Record-keeping,  professional  grading,  appraisals,  gifts  to  charities 
and  ways  of  selling  are  covered  in  detail,  always  with  the  IRS  in  mind.  Helpful  summaries  about  care  of 
collections,  security,  and  tax  pitfalls.  It  all  seems  like  common  sense,  but  the  authors  have  explored 
virtually  every  possibility  that  faces  collectors  and  the  people  who  inherit  collections.” 

The  Philadelphia  Inquirer,  April  13,  2001 

“I  had  intended  to  just  scan  the  book  but  it  was  so  interesting  I stayed  with  it  until  I had  read  it  all.  EVERY- 
ONE should  own  it  if  coins  are  involved  in  their  activities.  I highly  recommend  this  book  and  wish  to  con- 
gratulate all  involved  in  its  production.” 

Lee  Martin,  Founder  of  the  Numismatic  Literary  Guild 

“How  comprehensive  is  this  book?  I put  it  with  my  collection  and  told  my  daughter  Sara  to  read  it  when  it 
comes  to  handling  my  coin  estate.” 

Fred  Weinberg,  President  of  the  P.N.G.  (Professional  Numismatists  Guild ) 


Heritage  Plaza,  100  Highland  Park  Village,  2nd  Floor 
Dallas,  Texas  75205-2788 

1-800-US  COINS  (872-6467)  • 214-528-3500  • FAX:  214-443-8425 
web  site:  www.HeritageCoin.com  • e-mail:  Bids@HeritageCoin.com 


HALF  PRICE  FOR 
ASYLUM  READERS 

ORDER  YOURS  TODAY! 
Only  $7.50  - post-paid 
(Regular  price-$12.95  + $2.05  postage) 
1-800-US  COINS 
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Ancient  Greek  Numismatics 
A Guide  to  Reading  and  Research 

A Bibliography  of  Works  Written  in  English  with 
Summaries  of  Their  Contents. 

William  E.  Daehn 


"Well  overdue  and  cannot  be  overlooked... A first  class  study  of  value  to 
numismatists...."  Italo  Vecchi 

"There  are  no  shortcuts  to  knowledge.  But  this  book  happens  to  be  the 
next  best  thing  as  far  as  Greek  coins  are  concerned:  a shortcut  to  informa- 
tion." Basil  Demetriacii 

"This  is  a remarkable  work... Focusing  solely  on  books  and  articles  written 
in  English,  it  manages  to  include  virtually  everything...."  Alan  Walker. 

•Over  four  thousand  entries,  organized  by  region 
•Full  bibliography  & summary  for  each  entry;  indexes 

•Soft  cover,  over  400  pages;  $75.  (Custom  binding  by  Campbell  Logan,  add  $50.) 
We  accept  Mastercard,  VISA,  American  Express.  Add  $5  for  shipping. 


Publishers  of:  Dalton  & Hamer,  The  Provincial  Token  Coinage  of  the  18th 
Century 

North  American  distributors  of:  Withers,  British  Copper  Tokens,  1811-1820 


We  are  interested  in  purchasing  important  publications  dealing  with 
British  and  ancient  numismatics.  We  issue  regular  high  quality  cata- 
logs that  offer  coins  and  important  numismatic  references. 


^avisgons 

Ltd. 


Cold  Spring,  MN  56320 

(Our  full  address) 

Telephone:  320-685-3835 
FAX:  320-685-8636  Email:  davcoin@aol.com 
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If: 


FINE 

NUMISMATIC 

BOOKS 

ANY  LANGUAGE 
ANY  PERIOD 


ALWAYS  WANTED 


QeU 


11 


SPINK 


founded  1666 

69  SOUTHAMPTON  ROW  BLOOMSBURY, 
LONDON  WC1B  4ET.  TEL:  020  7563  4000 
FAX:  020  7563  4066  http://www.spink-online.com 


NOW  AVAILABLE 


ANNOUNCING  a new  60-page  reference  of  American  numismatic 


Karl  Moulton 
PO  Box  1073 
Congress,  AZ  85332 

e-mail:  numiscats@aol.com 


TWO  OUTSTANDING  PUBLIC  AUCTIONS 


SATURDAY  OCTOBER  6™  2001 

At  the  Long  Beach  Coin  & Collectibles  Expo 
Long  Beach  Convention  and  Entertainment  Center 
300  E.  Ocean  Blvd.,  Long  Beach,  California  90802 


Sale  85:  The  John  Bergman  Library 

Featuring  Superb  Antiquarian  Numismatic  Books,  including  the 
first  numismatic  book  and  the  first  illustrated  numismatic  book  • 
Fine  Bindings  • Outstanding  American  works,  including  Hiram 
Deats  set  of  the  American  Journal  of  Numismatics  and  Colonel 
Greens  Deluxe  Browning  • A Remarkable  Set  of  Furtwanglers 
Monumental  Die  Antiken  Gemmen  • Key  Works  on  Ancient  Coins 


Sale  86:  Rarities  of  American  Numismatic  Literature 

A Select  Sale  Featuring  Rare  and  Desirable  Works  on  American 
Numismatics,  Many  of  the  Highest  Importance  and  Significance 


ORDER  BOTH  ILLUSTRATED  CATALOGUES  NOW 
$25.00  for  the  pair  • $15.00  to  NBS  Members 
Also  Available  in  Early  September  at  our  Web  Site 


GEORGE  FREDERICK  KOLBE  • Fine  Numismatic  Books 
R O.  Drawer  3100  • Crestline,  CA  92325-3100 
Tel:  (909)  338-6527  • Fax:  (909)  338-6980 
email:  numislit@compuserve.com  • web  site:  numislit.com 


